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We Claim: 





1. ^ metho^or^interfacing a directory to an application in a computing systejalf 
the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a transformation profile for defining a predetermined fpi*mat for use 
by the application; 

detecting an event in the directory; 
transforming the event^to the predetermined formaU5y using a transformation 
tool and the transformation profile; and 

providing the transformed event to the application; 
whereby the application becomes aware of the event by having the event 
provided to the application in a transformed/state. 



2. The method of claim 1 further Comprising the step of: 
converting the event to a generic data description before transforming the 

event. 

3. The method of clain/l further comprising the step of: 
providing an application shim for the application to receive the transformed 

event and provide the^event to the application by using a native application program 
interface for the application. 

4. The method of claim 3 further comprising the step of: 

updating the application shim and the transformation profile responsive to 
changes in the application. 

/ \ 

5. The method of claim 1 wherein the transformation profile includes a 

i 
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6. The method of claii 
directory. 





wherein the transformation profile is stored in the 



A software program for facilitating the use of adigfetouted directory running 
in a computer network, the program comprisingJ>emg stored on a recordable medium 
and including instructionsVor: 

receiving an event from the 
converting the event inj; 



Eributed directory into an XML generator; 
data; 



transforming the^ML data to a first predetermined format by a 
transformation prope^sor, the firs x t predetermined format being responsive to an 
application run#mg in the computer network; and 

transmitting the transformed\lata to the application. 

\ 

8. The software program of claim 7 wherein^tne transformation processor 



includes an XSLT processor, tlie progr; 

providing a stylesheet 
formatting instructions for transfj 
format. 





rther comprising instructions for: 
'ssor, the stylesheet including 



ing XML data to the first predetermined 



The software program of claim 8 ^ftfrther comprising instructions for: 
receiving updates to the stylesheet responsive to any changes in either the 
distributed directory or the ap]3}ication. \ 

\ 

\ 

10. The software progp&m of claim 7 wherein the transformed data is transmitted 

/ \ 
to the application thraogh an application shim to provide the transformed data to the 

application by usin^a native application program interface for the application. 
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1 11. The^oftware program of claim 7 further comprising instractiop^ior: 

2 detecting the event through notification from an event handler of the 

3 distributed directory. / 

1 12. The software program of claim 7 further comprising instructions for: 

2 receiving a second event from the application/ 

3 converting the second event into XML dajfea; 

4 transforming the XML data to a secon^ predetermined format by the 

5 transformation processor, the second predetermined format being responsive to the 

6 distributed directory; and / 

^7 transmitting the data transformed according to the second predetermined 

HR8 format to the distributed directory: 

J~l 13. The software program/of claim 12 wherein the transformation processor 

y l2 includes an XSLT processo/ the program further comprising instructions for: 
y3 providing a first stylesheet to the XSLT processor, the first stylesheet 

fft including formatting instructions for transforming XML data to the first 

l )?5 predetermined formal: 

£6 providing a second stylesheet to the XSLT processor, the second stylesheet 

7 including formatting instructions for transforming XML data to the second 

8 predetermined format. 

1 14. The software program of claim 12 wherein the transformed data is transmitted 

2 from the application through an application shim. 



-16- 




\ Attorney Dockei^o. IDR:355 

1 15. A software program for facilitating the use of a distribu^ecTdirectory running 

2 in a computer network, the program comprising instructions for: 

3 receiving an event from the application; 

4 transforming the event to a predetermined, format by a transformation 

5 processor, the predetermined format being^responsive to the distributed directory; 

6 and 

7 transmitting the traiisformed^vent to the distributed directory. 



CI 

4=1 

C32 

yi 
i: 3 

Ul 4 

HI 
fU 

ru 

as 



16. The software program/of claim 15 further comprising instructions for: 
converting the evenx into markup language data prior to transforming the 

event. 

17. The software program of claim 15 further comprising instructions for: 
providing a transformation profile to the transformation processor, the 

transformation profile including formatting instructions for transforming the 
markup language data to the predetermined format. 
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1 18. A distributed computer system comprising: 

2 a first processor connected to a network for executing comptiter code; 

3 a second processor connected to the network for executing computer code; 

4 a first memory connected to the first processor; / 

5 a second memory connected to the second processor; 

6 a distributed directory, a portion of which bomg stored in the first memory; 

7 an application, a portion of which being stored in the second memory; 

8 a transformation profile for defining ^predetermined format for use by the 

9 application; / 

10 software for detecting an event/m the distributed directory; 

1 1 software for transforming the event to the predetermined format by using a 
,jf2 generic transformation tool and^ne transformation profile; and 

software for providing the transformed event to the application; 
□4 whereby the application becomes aware of the event by having the event 

j£5 provided to the application in a transformed state. 

r h l 19. The system of claim 18 further comprising: 

fl j2 software for converting the event to a generic data description before 

;S"3 transforming the event. 

1 20. The system of claim 18 further comprising: 

2 an application shim for the application to receive the transformed event and 

3 provide the event to the application by using a native application program interface 

4 for the application. 

1 21. The system of claim 18 further comprising: 

2 a! second transformation profile for defining a second predetermined format for 

3 use by the distributed directory; 
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software for transforming an application event to the secpHa predetermined 
format by using the generic transformation tool and the sedond transformation 
profile; and 

software for providing the transformecj^pplication event to the distributed 
directory; 

whereby the distributed directory becomes aware of the application event by 
having the application event prodded to the distributed directory in a transformed 



state. 



\ 



22. The system ofjdfaim 21 wherein the generic transformation tool utilizes a 
markup languag^Mid the software for transforming the event and the application 
event utilizes a/cransformation processor. 
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